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Reminder: Club Meeting, 19h30, Tuesday 13 October, Marquis of Normanby Pub, 

Carterton. 
 

 

Please remember to visit our website: www.orw.org.nz 
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Editors Note  
 

Hello all, here we are at newsletter number two. This newsletter is a little early due to the fact 

that 4x4 ACTION Magazine have asked around the clubs as to whether we can place one of 

their adverts in the newsletter. This is for a Fatherôs day subscription offer that I am sure 

every father would enjoy month after month, and after heôs read it would cycle round the rest 

of the family as happens in my household. 

 

In this newsletter I have included results for round two of the club champs and a trip report 

on the Akatarawa trip. We should be very close to having had or holdings the combined Miki 

Miki fun day and round 3 of club champs. This should see a lot of interest and allows 

standard trucks to compete alongside the tough trucks. A lot of the events are still in the 

planning stages so keep an eye on the emails and web site, if you have changed your email 

address or are not getting the club emails please contact Trish Merrin with your address so 

that she can include it in the list. 

 

If you have any ideas for any trips or trips that you would like to do then pass these on to a 

member of the committee so that it can be included into the calendar, if appropriate. 

 

I am open to any suggestions that you would like to see appear in the following pages. You 

are also very welcome to submit any stories, articles, pictures and the like. 

 

Above all else, enjoy your 4wding. 

 

Iain 

 

 

Club Committee  
 

 

Name   Position  Contact Details Email 

Tom Barnes  President  (06) 379 8922  barnesfam@xtra.co.nz 

Tony Merrin  Vice President  (06) 372 5852  p.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

Trish Merrin  Secretary  (06) 372 5852  p.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

John Eades  Treasurer  (06) 377 4116  john@trusthouse.co.nz 

Mark Jerling  Committee   (06) 370 3979  mjerling@xtra.co.nz 

Gavin Oakley  Committee  (06) 377 3862  N/A 

Iain Trass  Committee  (06) 370 8333  catherine.iain@ihug.co.nz 

 

All correspondence to The Secretary, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5810, New Zealand 

Club Subscriptions:   $50.00  $25 if affiliated to another club 

Club meetings: 2
nd

 Tuesday of Feb, April, June, Aug, Oct, Dec.  
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Club Calendar  
 

Trip Date Days Trip Name & 

Date 

Trip 

Grade 

Trip Leader  Status Trip Notes 

& Times 
23 Aug 09 1 Round 3 Club 

Champs 

3 Tony Merrin 

(06) 372 5852 

C 735 Miki Miki 

Rd 8.30am 

23 Aug 09 1 Miki Miki Fun Day  Tony Merrin 

(06) 372 5852 

C 735 Miki Miki 

Rd 8.30am 

27 Sep 09 1 Round 3 Gymkhana 1&2 Tom Barnes 

(06) 379 8922 

P Date to be 

confirmed 

5 Oct 09 1 Fun Day  Tom Barnes 

(06) 379 8922 

P To be 

Confirmed 

13 Oct 09  Club Meeting  Trish Merrin 

(06) 3725852 

C 7:30pm at 

Marquis, Ctn 

1 Nov 09 1 Christmas meal and 

Prize giving 

 Trish Merrin 

(06) 3725852 

P To be 

Confirmed 

       

       

P = Pending C= Confirmed 

Grade 1: Suitable for any 4wd vehicle with any tyre pattern. Tow rope to be carried. The club recommends that 

you carry a first aid kit, fire extinguisher, and shovel. No damage expected. 

Grade 2: Suitable for 4wd vehicle and driver with reasonable off-road experience.  Possible contact with shrubs 

and banks. Securely fitted approved rated tow points front and rear. Suitable tyres required. All safety 

equipment required, same as for Grade 1. 

Grade 3: Vehicles equipped for serious off-roading with mud tyres. Contact with terrain expected. Front and 

rear tow hooks suitable for high shock loads. Club approved safety equipment required. Tow ropes to be carried. 

 

 

Minimum Requirements For Club 

Trips 

Registering for Trips 

1. Vehicles must have properly fitted tow hooks  

     front and rear 

Although trip details are published in the 

newsletter or on the website, it is important to   

2. Good first aid kit. contact the trip leader and register your 

interest 

3. Fire extinguisher (minimum 1 kg) That way you will be kept up with the changes or 

cancellations that inevitably can occur. 

4. Selection of rated D shackles 

    3.75 and 4.35 swl 

Vehicle numbers on trips can at times be limited 

by the trip leader due to weather or track 

conditions, land owners requirements or 

5. Rated (approved) towing rope/strap 8000 kgs 

    Breaking strain 

types of vehicles registered 

6. Spade So come on folks let the trip leader know! 

                       PLEASE 

7. Spare wheel, jack and wheel brace  

8. Roll cage in open or soft top vehicles  

9. Current drivers licence  
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Akatarawa Trip Report  

 
Sunday the 26

th
 of July 2009, it was -2 and 7.30 am and a group of hardy men, women & 

children were gathering in the car park of the x Taratahi hotel. At 8am our trip leader spoke 

and with this we were on our way to meet up with other like minded souls at Totara Park. On 

our way we had a lovely surprise waiting for us at the top of the Rimutaka's, was Brent Trass 

waving at us as we went by, I thought that was very nice of him to get up so early to do this 

for us. Without this encouragement I don't know what might have happened. 

 

At Totara Park the group was complete, money paid, trip leader briefing, tyres let down, hubs 

clicked in and we were off. Our group of 13 vehicles consisting of Toyotaôs, Suzukiôs, 

Nissan, Mitzy, Jeep and a Honda. Our trip started on valley view road and this brought us to 

wool shed road, where there was a mud hole for all who wished to try and all who did failed. 

Once wet engines were dried we were once again on the move. We entered the pram track 

which we found out very early we weren't out here on our own, there were dozens of quads 

and motor bikes everywhere, at times the track felt quite dangerous as you didn't know when 

the next bike was going to appear. (Our trip leader almost wore one on one corner. Ed.) 

  

Next up was our lunch break at the orange hut, where we had the chance to have a chat and to 

poke fun at each other. After lunch we had another lot of challenges up hills, down creeks, 

slipping in mud, dodging fallen logs which all made for an excellent trip in the wild with a 

bunch of great people. Thanks go to Marmite for leading our day and to Brent Sampson for 

his assistance and to all you others for making it so much fun. 

                                                    Cheers your leader and Tom. 
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Reminder FATHERS DAY Sunday 6 th  

September     Donõt forget yours 
 

 
 

As an avid reader of this magazine myself I know just how good a read it is. The magazine 

follows all areas of the competition 4x4 scene and trip reports from those out there doing it. 

The magazine has plenty of pictures and competitions for the little ones so is suitable for the 

whole family. Not to mention that it covers each round of the National Trial Series so if you 

canôt make it to any of the rounds then you can still follow the success of our own club 

members competing this season. 

 
Half -wit  

A man owned a small farm in Saskatchewan . The Saskatchewan Provincial Wage & Hours 

Department claimed he was not paying proper wages to his help and sent an agent out to 

interview him. 

'I need a list of your employees and how much you pay them,' demanded the agent. 

'Well,' replied the farmer, 'there's my farm hand who's been with me for 3 years. I pay him 

$200 a week plus free room and board. 

The cook has been here for 18 months, and I pay her $150 per week plus free room and 

board. 

Then there's the half-wit. He works about 18 hours every day and does about 90% of all the 

work around here. He makes about $10 per week, pays his own room and board, and I buy 

him a bottle of bourbon every Saturday night.   He also sleeps with my wife occasionally.' 

 

'That's the guy I want to talk to ... the half-wit,' says the agent. 

 

'That would be me,' replied the farmer. 


