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Editors Note 
 
Hello all, here we are at newsletter number three, so far I have managed one a month. They 
may not be at the same time of the month, but at least you can wait with some degree of 
anticipation. 
 
Following up on the emailed questionnaire that Trish put out regarding the direction we as a 
club wished to follow. There was next to no input outside the committee to this, so it was 
decided at the last club meeting by the few that attended that we would try having monthly 
meetings and have also changed the venue. The venue will now be at 35 Perry Street 
Masterton. It will still be the second Tuesday of the month at 7-30pm.  
 
It was also decided to have the Christmas party and Prize giving at Trish and Tony Merrins 
again on the 1st November. If you want Santa to give your children a present we have asked 
�W�K�D�W���K�H���N�H�H�S���L�W���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���I�L�Y�H���G�R�O�O�D�U���P�D�U�N���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���6�D�Q�W�D���Q�D�P�H���L�W���V�R���L�W���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���P�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G����
If you have any trophies can you please return these to either Tom or Trish. 
 
If you have any ideas for any trips or trips that you would like to do then pass these on to a 
member of the committee so that it can be included into the calendar, if appropriate. 
 
There has been a suggestion about having a for sale/wanted column and also a swap meet for 
offroad racing and 4wd. Let me know if you have anything for sale and if you are interested 
in the swap meet contact Tom Barnes.  I am open to any other suggestions that you would 
like to see appear in the following pages. You are also very welcome to submit any stories, 
articles, pictures and the like. 
 
Above all else, enjoy your 4wding. 
 
Iain 
 

Club Committee 
 
 
Name   Position  Contact Details Email 

Tom Barnes  President  (06) 379 8922  barnesfam@xtra.co.nz 

Tony Merrin  Vice President  (06) 372 5852  p.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

Trish Merrin  Secretary  (06) 372 5852  p.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

John Eades  Treasurer  (06) 377 4116  john@trusthouse.co.nz 

Mark Jerling  Committee   (06) 370 3979  mjerling@xtra.co.nz 

Gavin Oakley  Committee  (06) 377 3862  N/A 

Iain Trass  Committee  (06) 370 8333  catherine.iain@ihug.co.nz 

 
All correspondence to The Secretary, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5810, New Zealand 
Club Subscriptions:   $50.00  $25 if affiliated to another club 
Club meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the month except January.  
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Club Calendar 
 

Trip Date Days Trip Name & 
Date 

Trip 
Grade 

Trip Leader Status Trip Notes 
& Times 

1 Nov 09 1 Christmas meal and 
Prize giving 

 Trish Merrin 
(06) 372 5852 

C 735 Miki Miki 
Rd   11am 

10 Nov 09  Club Meeting  Trish Merrin 
(06) 372 5852 

C 35 Perry St  
Masterton 

21 Nov 09 1 Owahanga Stn 
Vehicles required 

1/2 Tom Barnes 
(06) 379 8922 

P See attached 
trip sheet 

8 Dec 09  Club Meeting  Trish Merrin 
(06) 372 5852 

C 35 Perry St 
Masterton 

Late Jan 10 1 Reef Hill 2/3 Tom Barnes 
(06) 379 8922 

P Details to 
follow 

       

       

       

P = Pending C= Confirmed 
Grade 1: Suitable for any 4wd vehicle with any tyre pattern. Tow rope to be carried. The club recommends that 
you carry a first aid kit, fire extinguisher, and shovel. No damage expected. 
Grade 2: Suitable for 4wd vehicle and driver with reasonable off-road experience.  Possible contact with shrubs 
and banks. Securely fitted approved rated tow points front and rear. Suitable tyres required. All safety 
equipment required, same as for Grade 1. 
Grade 3: Vehicles equipped for serious off-roading with mud tyres. Contact with terrain expected. Front and 
rear tow hooks suitable for high shock loads. Club approved safety equipment required. Tow ropes to be carried. 
 
 

Minimum Requirements For Club 
Trips 

Registering for Trips 

1. Vehicles must have properly fitted tow hooks  
     front and rear 

Although trip details are published in the 
newsletter or on the website, it is important to   

2. Good first aid kit. contact the trip leader and register your 
interest 

3. Fire extinguisher (minimum 1 kg) That way you will be kept up with the changes or 
cancellations that inevitably can occur. 

4. Selection of rated D shackles 
    3.75 and 4.35 swl 

Vehicle numbers on trips can at times be limited 
by the trip leader due to weather or track 
conditions, land owners requirements or 

5. Rated (approved) towing rope/strap 8000 kgs 
    Breaking strain 

types of vehicles registered 

6. Spade So come on folks let the trip leader know! 
                       PLEASE 

7. Spare wheel, jack and wheel brace  

8. Roll cage in open or soft top vehicles  

9. Current drivers licence  
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Miki Miki Fun Day/Round Three Club 
Champs 
 
On the 23rd of August we held a combined Miki Miki Fun Day and Club Champs. The day 
was designed to accommodate vehicles ranging from shiny through to tough truck.  
 
The obstacles were first attempted by the shiny trucks first then the tough trucks. This meant 
that the shiny trucks had a fair attempt at each obstacle before they were only tough truck 
territory. The obstacles themselves were also set out be achievable as not to discourage the 
newer drivers. This meant that the top truck of Brent Ward and Mark Smith scored the 
perfect round, congratulations.  
 
 

   
 

  
 
 
Trophies for the day were as follows; 1st Brent Ward, 2nd Kevin Galbraith, 3rd Steven Merrin, 
Most points: Andrew N, Roll over: Tony M, Big mouth: John S, Bright spark: Vic J, Dip 
stick: Pete W, Bog of Day: Andrew N, Hard luck: Tony O, and Pink Bag: John S. 
 
 
 
I was at an ATM money machine when an old lady came up and asked me to check her 
balance. 
So I pushed her over. 
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Miki Miki Fun Day II  
 
On the 4th of October what started as being a pre-nationals trial run ended up as Miki Miki 
Fun Day number two. The one main difference this time was the obstacles this time around 
were more set up for the National competitors and the less capable trucks only attempting 
certain ones. This was more so as the weather on the day was atrocious and the track into the 
venue became a test on its own. However this did not dampen the spirits of those there on the 
day, even if the rain and hail might have. 
 
It was decided to compete most of the hazards while spirits were good and have the BBQ at 
the end of the event so those that wanted to leave could do so and those wishing to stay could 
warm themselves up on a hot meal, which most did. 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
Placing for this round were; 1st Brent Ward, 2nd Steven Merrin and 3rd Kevin Galbraith 
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Jokes Page 
 
A doctor in Dublin wanted to get off work and go fishing, so he approached his assistant  
"Murphy, I am going fishing tomorrow and don't want to close the clinic. I want you to take 
care of the clinic and take care of all me patients".  
"Yes, sir!" answers Murphy.  
The doctor goes fishing and returns the following day and asks: "So, Murphy, how was your 
day?"  
 Murphy told him that he took care of three patients. "The first one had a headache so he did, 
so I gave him Paracetamol."  
"Bravo Murphy lad, and the second one?" asks the doctor.  
"The second one had indigestion and I gave him Gaviscon, so I did sir" says Murphy. 
"Bravo, bravo! You're good at this and what about the third one?" asks the doctor.  
"Sir, I was sitting here and suddenly the door flies open and a young gorgeous woman bursts 
in so she does. Like a bolt outta the blue, she tears off her clothes, taking off everyting 
including her bra and her panties and lies down on the table, spreading  her legs and shouts: 
'HELP ME for the love of St Patrick!  For five years I have not seen any man!'"  
"Tunderin' lard Jesus Murphy, what did you do?" asks the doctor.  
 "I put drops in her eyes."           

 
 
 
On their way to get married, a young Catholic couple is involved in a fatal car accident. The 
couple find themselves sitting outside the Pearly Gates waiting for St. Peter to process them 
into Heaven.  
   
While waiting, they begin to wonder: could they possibly get married in Heaven? When St. 
Peter showed up, they ask him.  
   
St. Peter says, "I don't know. This is the first time anyone has asked. Let me go find out," and 
he leaves.  
   
The couple sit and wait, and wait. Two months pass and the couple is still waiting. As they 
wait, they contemplate that if they are allowed to get married in Heaven, what is the eternal 
aspect of it all? What if it doesn't work?, they wonder. Are we stuck together forever?  
   
After yet another month, St. Peter finally returns, looking somewhat bedraggled. "Yes," he 
informs the couple, "you can get married in Heaven."  
   
"Great!" said the couple, "But we were just wondering, what if things don't work out? Could 
we also get a divorce in Heaven?"  
   
St. Peter, red-faced with anger, slams his clipboard onto the ground..  
   
"What's wrong?" asks the frightened couple.  
   
"OH, COME ON!", St. Peter shouts. "It took me three months to find a priest up here! Do 
you have any idea how long it'll take me to find a lawyer?"   
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National Trial Competition  
2009/2010 season calendar  
 

 

 
 

Round 1   
Date:  25 October 2009 

Club:   Wanganui 4wd Club 

Location:  Wanganui 

Zone:   Central Zone 
 

 

 
 

Round 2   
Date:  15 November 2009 

Club:   Manawatu 4WD Club 

Location:  Feilding 

Zone:   Central Zone 
 

 

 
 

Round 3   
Date:  24 January 2010 

Club:  Counties 4 Wheelers 

Location:  Pokeno Area 

Zone:  Northern Zone 
 

 

 
 

Round 4   
Date:  20 February 2010 

Club:  Whangarei 4wd Club 

Location:  Whangarei 

Zone:  Northern Zone 
 

 

 
 

Round 5   
Date:  14 March 2010 

Club:  Hawkes Bay 4WD Club 

Location:  Hawkes Bay 

Zone:  Central Zone 
 

 

 
 

Round 6   
Date:  4 April 2010 

Club:  Thames Valley 4WD Club 

Location:  Thames 

Zone:  Northern Zone 
 

 
We have Barry and Sandy and Steven and Marcus entering into the Nationals so if you can 
make it to any of these events please support them. 
 
 

Club Items for Sale 
 
Caps:   $15 
Sew on Badges: $10 
Club Stickers:  $5.00 per pair 
Club t-shirts are also available from Mangan graphics unit 8 Business Enterprise Village, 392 
Queen Street, Masterton. Order your own shirts as required, they have a good selection and 
are not overpriced. They have the club logo on the front and Offroad Wairarapa on the back. 
The shirt colour is black, but ladies might like another colour. 
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A Piece of free Advertising 
 
 

 
 
�7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���F�D�N�H���P�D�G�H���I�R�U���P�\���E�R�\���'�D�Q�L�H�O�V���I�L�I�W�K���E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�������7�K�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���V�K�R�Z���M�X�V�W���K�R�Z���Z�H�O�O���W�K�H���F�D�N�H���Z�D�V��
made or how large it was. We have had quite a few comments about how good the cake looked, so I decided 
with permission of the baker to place it into the newsletter as a bit of an advertisement. 
 
If you are looking for someone to do a cake for a special occasion then I suggest that you give Shellie McAnulty 
a call at the Express Lunch Bar 11 Church Street Masterton. You can either call in and view a photo album of 
cakes she has made or contact her on ph/fax 06 378 9118 or email: express.lunchbar@xtra.co.nz with an idea 
that you have and she will be happy to help you out. 
 
Thanks Shellie that cake went down a treat, from Trass family. 
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Club Trip Information Sheet 
Information is correct at time of printing. Arrangements may change. 
Please contact the Trip Leader(s) prior to the advertised date and time 
and check it there have been any changes. 
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Trip Name & Type:  OWAHANGA STN  

Date: 21/10/2009 Number of days:  1 

Meeting Time: 8am  Departure Time: 8-30am 

Departure Point: Horseshoe carpark Trip distance: ±  Km 

Trip Leader(s): Tom Barnes Phone: (06) 379 8922 

 Gavin Oakley Phone: (06) 377 3862 

Weather Restrictions: Track Information: 
 Dry day only Mostly Some Optional 

 Light rain / wind OK      Gravel track 

 Rain hail snow WE go      Beach or sand 

 Subject to landowners Discretion      Clay or mud 

Vehicle Requirements:       Rock / river boulders 

 Mud tyres preferred      Creeks ,small rivers 

 Good mud tyres required      Deep rivers / holes 

 Roll bar for soft/open top vehicles      Deep mud 

 Extra recovery gear required      Average Slopes 

Trip Suitability:       Steep Slopes 

If dry: If wet:  Trip Grade:  
Grade 1:  Suitable for any 4wd vehicle 
with any tyre pattern. Tow rope to be 
carried. The club recommends that you 
carry a first aid kit, fire extinguisher, 
shovel. No damages expected.  
 
Grade 2:  Suitable 4wd vehicle and 
driver with reasonable off-road 
experience. Possible contact with shrub 
/ banks. Securely fitted approved tow 
points front and rear. Suitable tyres 
required. Damage possible. All safety 
equipment required as for Grade 1. 
 
Grade 3:  Vehicles equipped for serious 
offroading with mud tyres. Contact with 
terrain expected. Front and rear tow 
hooks suitable for high shock loads. 
Club approved safety equipment 
required. Damage likely. Tow ropes and 
additional recovery gear to be carried. 

  Novice Drivers  Grade 1. 

  Average Drivers  Grade 2. 

  Experienced Drivers ONLY  Grade 3. 

 No pets allowed!   Vehicle must be clean!  

Additional Notes: 
We need as many vehicles (seats) as we can get for this as we will be 
taking the shareholders around the property. 
If you can help out please let Tom or Gavin as soon as you can so we 
can give an indication of numbers.  
Lunch will be supplied and is said to be very good.  
You will need good mud tyres as it can get slippery when wet 
 

Safety:  
Ensure that you have read Offroad Wairarapa Inc.’s safety rules, as 
published on our website. The safety rules outline the minimum equipment 
that must be carried on a trip. Failure to have the minimum equipment can 
cause you to be refus ed for the trip, so – Please check your equipment 
before showing up for a trip. See http://www.orw.org.nz/  

 


