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Editors Note

Hello all, the Christmas party and prize giving went down a treat and | am sure you will all join me in
thanking Trish and Tony for tirehospitality and Santa for making a special visit to hand out gifts to

the children. The weather on the day was fantastic and had most trying to seek some shade, a far cry
from some of the weather that we have had lately. There is an article in this newsletteigahtin

day so be sure to read on and find out who got what.

The first two rounds of the National trials series have been completed with mixed resaltsdse
competing from the Wairarapa. There is more on that later in the newsletter.

We are starting to incorporate more things into the newsletter and | thank those that are contributing
to it. We now have a dipstick award for those that do something stupid and get caught or are dumb
enough to tell someone afterwards. So keep an eye out for those caught out so far.

Next meeting we are having a fish and chip night. If you wish to attend this meeting the dost will

$5 to put towards the meal. There is to be no alcohol at the meeting as per an agreement with the
building tenants.

If you have any ideas for any trips or trips that you would like to do then pass these on to a member of
the committee so that it can be included into the calendar, if appropriate.

Let me know if you have anything for sale and if you are interested in a swap meet contact Tom
Barnes. | am open to any other suggestions that you would like to see appear in the following pages.
You are also very welcome to submit any stories, articles, pictures and the like.

Above all else, enjoy your 4wding.

lain

Club Committee

Name Position Contact Details Email

Tom Barnes President (06) 379 8922 barnesfam@xtra.co.nz
Tony Merrin Vice President (06) 372 5852 p.merrin@xtra.co.nz
Trish Merrin Secretary (06) 372 5852 p.merrin@xtra.co.nz

John Eades Treasurer (06) 377 4116 john@trusthouse.co.n
Mark Jerling Committee (06) 370 3979 mjerling@xtra.co.nz
Gavin Oakley Committee (06) 377 3862 N/A

lain Trass Committee (06) 370 8333 catherine.iain@ihug.co.nz

All correspondence to The Secretary, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5810, New Zealand
Club Subscriptions:  $50.00 $25 if affiliated to another club
Club meetings: " Tuesday of the month except January.
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Club Calendar

Trip Date | Days| Trip Name & Trip | Trip Leader | Status| Trip Notes
Date Grade & Times
21 Nov 09 1 | Owahanga Stn 1/2 | Tom Barnes C See attached
Vehicles required (06) 379 8922 trip sheet
8 Dec 09 Club Meeting Trish Merrin C 35 Perry St
(06) 372 5852 Masterton
13 Dec 09 1 Sutherlands Track | 2/3 | Gavin Oakley C Cost $10 per
(06) 377 3862 vehicle
Late Jan 10 1 Reef Hill 2/3 | Tom Barnes P Detalils to
(06) 379 8922 follow
P = Pending C= Confirmed

Grade 1: Suitable for any 4wd vehicle with any tyre pattern. Tow rope to be cafitiedclub recommends that
you carry a first aid kit, fire extinguisher, and shovel. No damage &gec

Grade 2: Suitable for 4wd vehicle and driver with reasonable off-road experidhessible contact with shrubs

and banks. Securely fitted approved rated tow points front and rear.|Sujtals required. All safety

equipment required, same as for Grade 1.

Grade 3: Vehicles equipped for serious off-roading with mud tyres. Contactterithin expected. Front and
rear tow hooks suitable for high shock loads. Club approvetysaduipment required. Tow ropes to be carried.

Minimum Requirements For Club
Trips

Registering for Trips

1. Vehicles must have properly fitted tow hook
front and rear

2. Good first aid kit.

Although trip details are published in the
newsletter or on the websiigjs important to
contact the trip leader and register your
interest

3. Fire extinguisher (minimum 1 kg)

That way you will be kept up with the changes
cancellations that inevitably can occur.

4. Selection of rated D shackles
3.75 and 4.35 swl

5. Rated (approved) towing rope/strap 8000 kg
Breaking strain

Vehicle numbers on trips can at times be limite
by the trip leader due to weather or track
conditions, land owners requirements or

types of vehicles registered

6. Spade

So come on folks let the trip leader know!
PLEASE

7. Spare wheel, jack and wheel brace

8. Roll cage in open or soft top vehicles

9. Current drivers licence
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Dipstick Awards

We have recently added a new awards system into the club meetings. However with most
awards that you would be pleased to receive this one may change your mind.

The dipstick awards are given to those that have done, said or tried not so clever things and
been caught doing them or have told others what they did wrong. For this you receive a
certificate with your name and achievement and a mention in the newsletter.

Those that have been nominated so far are;

Pete Williams and Tony Oliver - Turning up to a meeting a week early

Alex McMillan - Going out alone and getting his truck stuck in a puddle
and having to walk back to get a tractor to tow him out

Sean Cushing - Asking if he could angle the motor in his truck from a

nth/sth direction to more ntheast/sthwest direction to
allow it to fit better

Tom Barnes - For scaring a driver at the nationals by sliding down a
hill on hands and knees and under a truck

So if you have someone that you wish to nominate (dob in) contact Trish Merrin or Tom
Barnes with the nominees name and what they have done.

For Sale

1970820072~

For sale

One LJ80 Suzuki club or trials truck, Nissan 1200 motor and 4speed box, LJ80 running gear,
comes with A-frame and assorted spare parts

Offers over $1500

For more information contact John Eades (06) 377 41ligha@trusthouse.co.hz
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National Trial Series Results

As has been mentioned earlier we have a number of drivers that have enter into rounds of the
Nationals for the 09/10 season. As to date two rounds have now been completed and those
attending have seen some mixed results with others showing some good form.

Brent Ward and Mark Smith, Kevin Galbraith and Mike Fitzgerald, Greg and Chris Mason,
Russell and Glen Hall, and Sandy Jackson and Barry Larsen have all re-entered. Newcomers
to the Nationals are Steven and Marcus Merrin, Pete Williams and Tony Oliver, and Graham
McClymont and Vic Jacobson.

Having eight trucks at the last round of the Nationals meant it was hard trying to keep tabs on
everyone but was a great showing from the Wairarapa Clubs. We hope they do well in the
upcoming rounds.

Results to date

Driver Placings Rnd 1 Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Rnd5 | Rnd6
Vehicle Class | IC |OA|IC |OA|IC |OA|IC |OA|IC |OA | IC | OA

Brent Ward Homebuilt D 4 4 6 9

Kevin Galbraith Suzuki D DNF 21| 28

Greg Mason Homebuilt D DNF DNF

Russell Hall Homebuilt D 21128 | 35| 79

Sandy Jackson Suzuki C 18 | 70| 18 | 64

Steven Merrin Homebuilt D DNF 23| 35

Pete Williams Nissan D DNE 29 | 56

Graham McClymont Homebuilt D DNE 36| 80

IC - In Class OA - Overall DNF - Did not finish DNS - Did not start DNBid not enter

Subject: Letter to the Grim Reaper

Dear Grim Reaper,

This year you have taken my favourite male actor, Patrick
Swayze. You also took my favourite female actor, Farrah
Fawcett Major and my favourite entertainer and dancer,
Michael Jackson.

| want to be sure you know that Hone Harawera is my favourite
politician.

Thanks.




Ocean Beach Trip on a Rainy Day

On a stormy day in October early one Sunday a handful of keen men, women, and kids set out on
adventure.

We started out at Taratahi pub meeting at 9 in the morning. About 7 trucks turned out for our trip and
once our leader spoke we head south towards Featherston. We turned off on to Western Lake Road
and headed south to Ocean Beach.

Once we arrived at the beach front we stopped again to engage 4wd. As the weather was not the best
at the time most if not all decided not to drop tyre pressures as staying dry would not have been an
option. However, as the sand was wet it proved to be quite firm under foot.

With the rain that had fallen over the period the rivers had begun to swell but rather than rise they
tendered to just get wider. This was good for us at it meant that we could continue on our way and the
few rivers we crossed proved to be no problem.

As we drove down there did not seem to be a lot of life in the many batches that we passed along the
way. | did notice that a few had fires going which seemed like a very good idea. We even got a wave
from one brave person who was working outside.

Once we reached the locked gate at the end of the beach we decided to have lunch up a gully and tried
to find a sheltered spot down on the river flats. We were lucky enough to have the rain stop at least for
now. After lunch we decided to have bit of a play in the sand hills before heading off in the direction

for home.

We stopped again before the sealed road disengaged 4wd and said our quick goodbyes. Those that did
not need to get out of their vehicles stayed in as the weather had changed for the worst yet again.




Christmas Party and Prize Giving

On the £ November we had our club prize giving and Christmas party out Trisfi@my Merrins. The day
was stunning and was definitely the pick of the weather that wbdehaving at the time. With everyone
bringing something for lunch there was a fine meal set out for thesattended. Shade was at a premium .
it was for this reason that when Santa made his visit he got onelEghseats in the house. After Santa ha
given out his presents to the children Daniel gave Santa a present toithdokVisiting us.

After the meal and Sanfavisit it was time for the prize giving and a quick rundown ils\fs;

OFFROAD WAIRARAPA TROPHIES FOR 2008 --2609

Overall Club Champ Steven Merrin
Rally Champ Steven Merrin
Production Modified Sean Cushing
Gymkana Sean Cushing
Ladies Racheal McPhie

Most Dedicated Co pilot Daniel Trass

Congratulations to those that received a trophy or certificate.

Thanks must also go to Trish and Tony for allowing us to wEebuse and to Santa for making a special visit
for the kids.

My Neighbours ------- the lesbians next door-------- asked me what |
would like for my birthday.

| was quite surprised when they gave me a Rolex

It was very nice of them, but | think they misunderstood me when | said,

"I wanna watch."

Correspondence to the Secretary: Trish Merrin, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5840, New Zealand p.merrin@xtra.co.nz




National Trial Competition
2009/2010 season calendar

Round 2
Date: 15 November 2009
Club:  Manawatu 4WD Club

Round 1
Date: 25 October 2009
Club:  Wanganui 4wd Club

Location: Wanganui Lozcatlon: . Felltilng
Zone: Central Zone one: entral Zone
Round 3 Round 4

Date: 20 February 2010

Date: 24 January 2010 .
Club:  Whangarei 4wd Club

Club:  Counties 4 Wheelers

Location: Pokeno Area Location: Whangarei
Zone: Northern Zone Zone: Northern Zone
Round 6
Round 5 Date: 4 April 2010
Date: 14 March 2010 Club:  Thames Valley 4WD Club
Club:  Hawkes Bay 4WD Club Location: Thames
Location: Hawkes Bay Zone: Northern Zone
Zone: Central Zone

We have Barry and Sandy and Steven and Marcus entering into the Nationals so if you can
make it to any of these events please support them.

Club Items for Sale

Caps: $15
Sew on Badges: $10
Club Stickers: $5.00 per pair

Club t-shirts are also available from Mangan graphics unit 8 Business Enterprise Village, 392
Queen Street, Masterton. Order your own shirts as required, they have a good selection and
are not overpriced. They have the club logo on the front and Offroad Wairarapa on the back.
The shirt colour is black, but ladies might like another colour.

Correspondence to the Secretary: Trish Merrin, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5840, New Zealand p.merrin@xtra.co.nz
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