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Reminder: Club Meeting, 19h30, Tuesday 8th June, 35 Perry Street, Masterton. 
 

 

Please remember to visit our website: www.orw.org.nz 

 
 

 
Member Club 

 
Website Sponsor 

 
Magazine Sponsor 

Member, by 
association 

Club Magazine Editor: Iain Trass   e-mail: catherine.iain@ihug.co.nz 
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Editors Note 
 
By the look of it this newsletter will have arrived late to you as a hectic schedule at work has meant little 
enthusiasm for nights on the computer and a lack of forethought on my behalf has meant I did not write down all 
of the changes in positions held by members of the club at the last AGM, meaning I have been chasing up these 
names. 
 
We are still seeking help taking a group on a shiny fundraiser trip at Queen’s birthday weekend. The number in 
the group will be about 10 people and we need seats to take them all. So far we have seats for about half of them 
so if you think you may be able to help out let Marmite know on (06) 377 3862. This trip will bring in a few 
hundred dollars for us so it would be disappointing to see members of the group not being able to go. 
 
Unfortunately the weather gods were against us regarding the running of the club champs and it had to be called 
off so we will have to wait to see when it’s going to be next. We will be looking at having another gymkhana in 
July and we will be having our main scrutineering day on the 27th June at JNL. This will include a BBQ and A 
tour of the site on the day for those that wish to go. If you are unable to attend this then you will need to contact 
a member of the safety committee to book in for a check at their convenience. Your non WOF vehicle will need 
a safety sticker to attend our events. 
 
Please feel free to contribute to the newsletter this year, it does help to fill in the pages and makes it easier if for 
me if I don’t need to write all the articles. So if you have something you want to put into the newsletter send it 
through and I will put it in.  
If you have any ideas for any trips or trips that you would like to do then pass these on to a member of the 
committee so that it can be included into the calendar, if appropriate. 
 
 
Iain 
 

Club Committee 
 
 
Name   Position  Contact Details Email 

Tom Barnes  President  (06) 379 8922  barnesfam@xtra.co.nz 

Tony Merrin  Vice President  (06) 372 5852  p.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

Trish Merrin  Secretary  (06) 372 5852  p.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

John Eades  Treasurer  (06) 377 4116  john@trusthouse.co.nz 

Graham Buckley  Committee   (06) 379 6898  b.b.buckley@xtra.co.nz 

Steven Merrin  Committee  (06) 372 5822  s.merrin@xtra.co.nz 

Tony Oliver  Committee  (027) 552 2202  esthero23@xtra.co.nz 

Gavin Oakley  Committee  (06) 377 3862  N/A 

Iain Trass  Committee  (06) 370 8333  catherine.iain@ihug.co.nz 

 

All correspondence to The Secretary, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5810, New Zealand 
Club Subscriptions:   $50.00  $25 if affiliated to another club 
Club meetings: 2nd Tuesday of the month except January.  
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Club Calendar 

 

Trip Date Days Trip Name & 
Date 

Trip 
Grade 

Trip Leader Status Trip Notes 
& Times 

To be set 1 Reef Hill 2/3 Tony Oliver 
(027) 552 2202 

P Details to 
follow 

6 June 10 1 Ocean beach 
Fundraiser 

1 Gavin Oakly 
(06) 377 3862 

C See attached 
trip sheet 

8 June 10  Club Meeting   Trish Merrin 
(06) 372 5852 

C 35 Perry St 
Masterton 

27 June 10 1 Scrutineering at 
JNL 

 Steven Merrin 
(06) 372 5822 

C  

To be reset 1 Rd 2 Club Champs 3 Steven Merrin 
(06) 372 5822 

P Details to 
follow 

July 10 1 Club gymkhana 
Round 2 

1/2  P Details to 
follow 

       

       

P = Pending C= Confirmed 
Grade 1: Suitable for any 4wd vehicle with any tyre pattern. Tow rope to be carried. The club requires that 
minimum requirements for club trips be met. No damage expected. 
Grade 2: Suitable for 4wd vehicle and driver with reasonable off-road experience.  Possible contact with shrubs 
and banks. Securely fitted approved rated tow points front and rear. Suitable tyres required. All safety 
equipment required, same as for Grade 1. 
Grade 3: Vehicles equipped for serious off-roading with mud tyres. Contact with terrain expected. Front and 
rear tow hooks suitable for high shock loads. Club approved safety equipment required. Tow ropes to be carried. 
 
 

Minimum Requirements For Club 
Trips 

Registering for Trips 

1. Vehicles must have properly fitted tow hooks  
     front and rear 

Although trip details are published in the 
newsletter or on the website, it is important to  

2. Good first aid kit. contact the trip leader and register your 
interest 

3. Fire extinguisher (minimum 1 kg) That way you will be kept up with the changes or 
cancellations that inevitably can occur. 

4. Selection of rated D shackles 
    3.75 and 4.35 swl 

Vehicle numbers on trips can at times be limited 
by the trip leader due to weather or track 
conditions, land owners requirements or 

5. Rated (approved) towing rope/strap 8000 kgs 
    Breaking strain 

types of vehicles registered 

6. Spade So come on folks let the trip leader know! 
                       PLEASE 

7. Spare wheel, jack and wheel brace  

8. Roll cage in open or soft top vehicles  

9. Current drivers licence  
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New committee, 2010-2011. 
 
 
 
President   Tom Barnes 
Vice President  Tony Merrin 
Treasurer   John Eades 
Secretary   Trish Merrin 
 
Committee Members: 
 

Graham Buckley 
Gavin Oakley 
Steven Merrin 
Tony Oliver (Website editor) 
Iain Trass (Newsletter editor) 

 
Vehicle Scrutineers: 

Steven Merrin  s.merrin@xtra.co.nz         Phone 3725822 
Pete Williams  offroad4x4@xtra.co.nz           Phone 0274412772 
Sean Cushing  kitsean@xtra.co.nz          Phone 021493166 

 
 
Patton staggered home very late after another evening with his drinking buddy, 

Paddy.   He took off his shoes to avoid waking his wife, Kathleen.  

  

He tiptoed as quietly as he could toward the stairs leading to their upstairs 

bedroom, but misjudged the bottom step.   As he caught himself by grabbing 

the banister, his body swung around and he landed heavily on his rump.   A 

whiskey bottle in each back pocket broke and made the landing especially 

painful.  

  

Managing not to yell, Patton sprung up, pulled down his pants, and looked in 

the hall mirror to see that his butt cheeks were cut and bleeding.   He managed 

to quietly find a full box of Band-Aids and began putting a Band-Aid as best he 

could on each place he saw blood. 

  

He then hid the now almost empty Band-Aid box and shuffled and stumbled his 

way to bed.  

 

In the morning, Patton woke up with searing pain in both his head and butt and 

Kathleen staring at him from across the room.  

  

 She said, 'You were drunk again last night weren't you?' 

 

Patton said, 'Why you say such a mean thing?  

'Well,' Kathleen said, 'it could be the open front door, it could be the broken 

glass at the bottom of the stairs, it could be the drops of blood trailing through 

the house, it could be your bloodshot eyes, but mostly ........ it's all those Band-

Aids stuck on the hall mirror. 
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Dipstick Awards 
 
The dipstick awards are given to those that have done, said or tried not so clever things and 
been caught doing them or have told others what they did wrong. For this you receive a 
certificate with your name and achievement and a mention in the newsletter. 
 
Those that have been nominated this month are; 
 
Will people must be getting smarter as we have no one for this month. 
 
So if you have someone that you wish to nominate (dob in) contact Trish Merrin or Tom 
Barnes with the nominees name and what they have done. 
 
 
 

Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had an important 

meeting and couldn't find a parking place. Looking up to heaven he said, 'Lord 

take pity on me.   If you find me a parking place I will go to Mass every Sunday 

for the rest of me life and give up me Irish Whiskey!'  

Miraculously, a parking place appeared. 

  

Paddy looked up again and said, 'Never mind, I found one.'  

 

 

Paddy was in  New York ... 

  

He was patiently waiting and watching the traffic cop on a busy street 

crossing.   The cop stopped the flow of traffic and shouted, 'Okay, 

pedestrians.'   Then he'd allow the traffic to pass. 

 

He'd done this several times, and Paddy still stood on the sidewalk. 

  

After the cop had shouted, 'Pedestrians!' for the tenth time, Paddy went over to 

him and said, 'Is it not about time ye let the Catholics across?'  
 

 
 

 

Club Items for Sale 
 

Caps:   $15 
Sew on Badges: $10 
Club Stickers:  $5.00 per pair 
Club t-shirts are also available from Mangan graphics unit 8 Business Enterprise Village, 392 
Queen Street, Masterton. Order your own shirts as required, they have a good selection and 
are not overpriced. They have the club logo on the front and Offroad Wairarapa on the back. 
The shirt colour is black, but ladies might like another colour. 
 



Correspondence to the Secretary: Trish Merrin, PO Box 405 Masterton, 5840, New Zealand    p.merrin@xtra.co.nz  
 

 
 
 

For Sale 

 

  
 
For sale  
 

1984 double cab flat deck hilux, has sb chev engine, turbo 350 auto, hilux transfer box, power 
steering & 33" mud tyres, all certified. Will have new wof & reg when sold. $7,300 o.n.o ph: 
Tom 027 6310402   
Because this truck is modified it will be sold in an as is where is condition. 
 
 

 
For sale  
 
One LJ80 Suzuki club or trials truck, Nissan 1200 motor and 4speed box, LJ80 running gear, 
comes with A-frame and assorted spare parts 
Offers over $1500  
For more information contact John Eades (06) 377 4116 or john@trusthouse.co.nz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:john@trusthouse.co.nz
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WALMART INTERVIEW          
Jennifer a manager at Wal-Mart had the task of hiring someone to fill a job opening.. After sorting 
through a stack of 20 resumes she found four people who were equally qualified. Jennifer decided to call 
the four in and ask them only one question. Their answer would determine which of them would get the 
job.  
  
  
  
  The day came and as the four sat around the conference room table, Jennifer asked, 'What is the fastest 
thing you know of?'  
  
  
  
  The first man replied, 'A THOUGHT.' It just pops into your head. There's no warning. 
 
  'That's very good!' replied Jennifer. 
 
 'And, now you sir?', she asked the second man. 
 
 'Hmmm.....let me see 'A blink! It comes and goes and you don't know that it ever happened.. A BLINK is 
the fastest thing I know of.' 
 
  'Excellent!' said Jennifer. 'The blink of an eye, that's a very popular cliché for speed.' She then turned to 
the third man, who was contemplating his reply..  
  'Well, out at my dad's ranch, you step out of the house and on the wall there's a light switch.. When you 
flip that switch, way out across the pasture the light on the barn comes on in less than an instant. 'Yip, 
TURNING ON A LIGHT is the fastest thing I can think of'.  
  Jennifer was very impressed with the third answer and thought she had found her man. 'It 's hard to 
beat the speed of light,' she said. 
 
  Turning to BUBBA, the fourth and final man, Jennifer posed the same question.  
  Old Henry replied, 'After hearing the previous three answers, it's obvious to me that the fastest thing 
known is DIARRHEA.' 
 
  'WHAT!?' said Jennifer, stunned by the response... 
 
 'Oh sure', said Henry. 'You see, the other day I wasn't feeling so good, and I ran for the bathroom, but 
before I could THINK, BLINK, or TURN ON THE LIGHT, I had already shit my pants.' 
 
  BUBBA is now the new greeter at a Wal-Mart near you! 
 
 
 
 
Little Emily went home from school and told her mum that the boys kept asking 
her to do cartwheels because she's very good at them. 
 
Mum said, "You should say "No" they only want to look at your knickers."  

Emily said, "I know they do. That's why I hide them in my bag"!  
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Club Trip Information Sheet 
Information is correct at time of printing. Arrangements may change. 
Please contact the Trip Leader(s) prior to the advertised date and time 
and check it there have been any changes. 
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Trip Name & Type: OCEAN BEACH FUNDRAISER 

Date: 6/06/2010 Number of days: 1 

Meeting Time: 930am  Departure Time: 945am 

Departure Point: Taratahi  carpark Trip distance: ± Km 

Trip Leader(s): Gavin Oakly Phone: (06) 377 3862 

       Phone: (06) 

Weather Restrictions: Track Information: 

 Dry day only Mostly Some Optional 

 Light rain / wind OK      Gravel track 

 Rain hail snow WE go      Beach or sand 

 Subject to landowners Discretion      Clay or mud 

Vehicle Requirements:      Rock / river boulders 

 Mud tyres preferred      Creeks ,small rivers 

 Good mud tyres required      Deep rivers / holes 

 Roll bar for soft/open top vehicles      Deep mud 

 Extra recovery gear required      Average Slopes 

Trip Suitability:      Steep Slopes 

If dry: If wet:  Trip Grade: All drivers, All Grades: Must have a valid 
drivers licence. 

All vehicles, All Grades: Must have a 
WOF or a valid club safety sticker. 

Grade 1: Suitable for any 4wd vehicle with 

any tyre pattern. Tow rope to be carried. 
You should bring a first aid kit, a shovel and 
a fire extinguisher, No damages expected.  

Grade 2: Suitable 4wd vehicle and driver 

with reasonable off-road experience. 
Possible contact with shrub / banks. 
Securely fitted approved tow points front and 
rear. Suitable tyres required. Damage 
possible. All safety equipment required as 
for Grade 1. 

Grade 3: Vehicles equipped for serious off-

roading with mud tyres, experienced drivers 
only. Front and rear tow hooks suitable for 
high shock loads. Club approved safety 
equipment required. Contact with terrain and 
damage likely. Tow ropes and additional 
recovery gear to be carried. 

  Novice Drivers  Grade 1. 

  Average Drivers  Grade 2. 

  Experienced Drivers ONLY  Grade 3. 

 No pets allowed!  Vehicle must be clean! 

Additional Notes: 
This is a fundraiser for the club and we need your help.  
We have a group of 10 to 12 that has asked our club to take them on a 
drive and we need seats in vehicles to take them out.  
So if you can help out please let Gavin know so we make sure we have 
enough vehicles. 
1030am pick up from Brackenridge in Martinborough. 
Take your own lunch. 

 

Safety: 

Ensure that you have read Offroad Wairarapa Inc.’s safety rules, as 
published on our website. The safety rules outline the minimum equipment 
that must be carried on a trip. Failure to have the minimum equipment can 
cause you to be refused for the trip, so – Please check your equipment 
before showing up for a trip. See http://www.orw.org.nz/ 

 


